





Title:  Ghost Dog Secrets                 
Author:  Peg Kehret                                                    
Ages:  9-12
Topics:  Animal Rights, Illicit Drugs, Bullying and Decision Making
Genre:  Middle Grade Fiction
Summary:  Rusty Larson, a sixth grade boy whose father was recently killed in Iraq, yearns for a dog of his own.  Rusty lives alone with his mother who works full-time in order to make ends meet.  Rusty is understanding of their situation but is disappointed that they are unable to afford a dog.
On the way to school one morning, Rusty sees a German shepherd chained to a tree.  The dog has no food or shelter.  Later in the day, his teacher, Mrs. Webster, holds a class discussion about a recent news article on a local puppy mill.  As a homework assignment, her students are to make a plan to solve a problem in the community.  After hearing this, Rusty knows immediately that he is going to help the dog he had seen earlier that morning.

Rusty is faced with many challenges and decisions in order to care for the neglected dog.  For example, should he tell his mother that he has taken the dog from his owner? How much should he tell his best friend, Andrew?  How can he prove to the animal control officer, Heidi Kellogg, that the dog has been truly abused and can’t be returned to its owner?  How will Rusty respond to Gerald Langston, the class bully, when he sees Gerald stealing from the classroom and copying his work?  Who will believe him when he tells them that a ghost dog is helping him save the German shepherd? 

As the story unfolds, Rusty discovers that the dog owner is involved in illegal drugs and he helps lead the police to an arrest.  This book highlights ethical dilemmas with contemporary issues such as bullying, illegal drugs and animal abuse.  These situations are woven into an exciting and suspenseful story.


Guiding Questions for GHOST DOG SECRETS. 
The questions below are written using Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Knowledge Level:
1.	 What are the names of the two boys in the story?
2.    What is the name of the teacher in the story?  What grade does she teach?

Comprehension Level:
1.	 In your own words, describe the condition of the dog chained to the tree.
2.   Explain how the teacher in the story challenges each student in her class to get involved in 
      solving a problem in the community.

Application Level: 
1.	 In the story Rusty keeps the dog in his fort without his mother knowing and without her approval.   Can you apply this situation to your own life?  Have you or a friend ever kept  information from your parents that you thought they should have known?  If so, how did that make you feel? If not, how do you think it would make you feel?
2.    Based on your experience, what advice would you give Rusty?  

Analysis Level:
1.	 What were some of the events in the story that justify Rusty taking the dog?
2.   On page 108 in Ghost Dog Secrets, the “Mean Man” Mr. Myers, comes to Rusty’s house. What    does he want? 

Synthesis Level:
1.	What outcome would you predict for Rusty, his friend, Andrew, and for the dog, Ra, when Rusty’s mother finds out that the boys are hiding a stolen dog in the fort?
2.   In what ways does Rusty’s mother feel that Mr. Myers is bullying them to get the dog back?
       How does Gerald Langston demonstrate acts of bullying?  

Evaluation Level:
 Do you approve of Rusty’s decision to take the dog from his home?  Why or why not?  
 What would you do if you knew a pet was not being cared for by the owner or was being
 abused?












Use this literature study plan to engage your students in a meaningful, interactive experience with the exciting novel, Ghost Dog Secrets.  Use these materials as they fit your students, teaching style and your classroom needs.  

In this section you will find: 
*A clear, concise plan to engage your students in a novel study with tools for managing student activity and learning.  
*Before reading activities to get your readers excited and ready to read, along with worksheets to use throughout the novel study.  
*Interdisciplinary reading activities that keep the reader actively involved in understanding and analyzing the story.
 *A culminating project emphasizing the skill of summary writing, technology, art and oral presentation.  

In the Classroom - This novel can be used as a read aloud for whole group discussion, literature circles, author study and independent reading.  Four suggested selections with similar themes of animals for the literature circle approach are:  Ghost Dog Secrets, Saving Lily, Don’t Tell Anyone and Cages.  These stories and others are great opportunities for students to debate, compare and contrast and demonstrate their understanding through writing, art and oral presentation.  

Pre- Reading Activities:
 Gallery Walk of Posters (15–30 min)  Students create a quick sketch of their pet or the pet they wished they could own on an 8x12 construction paper.  They describe on the poster information such as:  Where does the pet sleep? What do they eat?  Who takes care of the pet? Tricks the pet can perform.  Problems with the pet.    After the students complete the poster, they put their picture up and each student looks at all the posters.  Gather students together to discuss what happens when pets are not taken care of, where they go and how  they  are treated.  Use the following questions to guide your discussion.  
Discussion questions-
 Why would someone choose to NOT own a pet? Cost? Allergies?  Housing issues?  
How do people get their pets?  (pet stores, humane society, friends, shelters) What problems do each of these present?
What happens when someone can’t care for pet?  Why would someone want to or need to give up a pet?
Invite guest speakers to the classroom to develop interest, excitement and understanding about the issues surrounding animal abuse.  An Animal Control Officer or a representative from the Humane Society will make classroom visits. 
Research current events or past news articles about animal cruelty to facilitate a discussion about when and how a young person could intercede to help an abused animal.  This could create strong feeling and emotion before this story is read.

DURING Independent or Literature Circle Reading Activities:
Bookmark Reading-At the end of a reading period, students reflect on their reading and fill out a bookmark form with number of pages read, date, and three keywords to help build comprehension of what was just read.  This on-going reading log, which is kept in their book as an actual book mark, helps build continuity, enhances comprehension and aides the student when required to write a book report.   
Alliteration-“Threesomes”- Rusty and Andrew enjoy making up alliterative three-word phrases they call “threesomes.”  After reading Chapter 1 in Ghost Dog Secrets, (see page 4) have students use their pet sketches from the pre-writing activity to name their pet with a threesome. (ie. Carrie’s Crazy Cat) Have students continue to use threesomes throughout the day for fun!
Poetry- See page 5 of Ghost Dog Secrets.  Have students write a short poem about their pet (or one they would like to have).  You can use a free form style or a couplet style poem or any poetry style of your choice.  
Open-Ended Chapter Summary- Students write a short summary of a single chapter read or several chapters.  Students then draw a picture that connects to their chapter summary.  This activity demonstrates and reinforces comprehension of the story and is useful information for formal book report summaries. 





AFTER Reading Activities:
Culminating Project - Triorama
Students will create a triorama project using Ghost Dog Secrets or another Peg Kehret book from the suggested literature circle books.  Collect various scrap and art materials (felt, buttons, material, popsicle sticks, etc) before beginning this project.  This is a great project for display in a library or other public area when finished. 
Book Summary - Students write a summary of the book they read using the following format. Each section of the book summary will become a three dimensional scene for the triorama project.
Introduction – This section includes information about the book such as:  title, main characters, setting, and number of pages.  
 Beginning -  Students write about the beginning of the story. 
Middle -  Students write about the problem/conflict in the story. 
End - Students write about how the conflict in the story is resolved. 
Triorama Scenes - Students use scrap material to create a detailed scene for each of the four sections of the book summary.  This is an opportunity for students to be creative and show their understanding of the story.  
 (
Directions for making the 
Triorama
 Scenes
Starting with one 12 X 12 piece of tag board, students
 will create one scene each for:
   Introduction of Story, the Beginning, Middle and Ending scene of the book they read.
 Fold the square in half, corner to corner.  Fold one more time, corner to corner.  This will make a triangle. 
Unfold paper and cut from 1 corner along the fold line to the middle of the square.
 Students fold and glue (or tape) the base
 together to create a standing 
t
riorama
 to act as a backdrop for their scene.
*
Create scenes using scraps and materials gathered for this project.  
 After all four scenes are completed students glue each scene back to back in correct order of the story line.
To secure the project, a 12 X 12 piece of tag board can
 
be added to the base for stability.    
Students use Beginning, Middle, 
End
 Summary form previously completed.  Students type each section, print, and attach to the 
t
riorama
 to more fully describe the scene they have chosen to depict.
)
Other assessment and end of story ideas/projects:
Accelerated Reader Tests- Have students take an AR test to assess their comprehension.  Ghost Dog Secrets is level 4.6.  There are tests available for most of Peg Kehret's novels.
Field Trip - Celebrate the completion of the Ghost Dog Secrets and other literature circle stories by visiting a nearby Pet Rescue Center or Humane Society.
Math- -Raise money for local Humane Society/Animal Shelter.  Hold a one week money drive.  (Pennies for Pets) Have a school garage sale, bake sale or car wash.   Collect, tally and graph donations daily and record on large wall graph located in hallways for full school viewing.  
Social Studies- Discuss ways to get involved in community service and to promote volunteerism in the community.  Collect donations for animal shelters and humane societies.  Knit cat blankets for a cat shelter – directions are printed in the back of Ghost Dog Secrets.  

Additional Resources: 

A Visit With Peg Kehret-DVD                                                                                                Produced by:  Kevin Konen (Best Day Ever Video Productions)  www.bestdayevervideo.com
Animal Cruelty……
ASPCA- www.aspca.org
Brookline service-learning project benefits Animal Rescue League-Needham, www.kidsconsortium.org/learning service.phpwww.humanesociety.orgwww.aspca.org/fight-animal-cruelty/top-10-ways-to-prevent-animal-cruelty.htmlwww.petfinder.com
Bullying……..
www.articlesonbullying.net
www.peacebuilders.com
www.stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov
Meth Amphetamine Labs………
www.kci.org/meth_info/neighborhood_lab.htm
www.portlandonline.com/police/index.cfm?c=38594
Ghosts……
www.ghostresearch.org
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